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A 

BILL 

TO 

Make further provision for the appointment and tenure 
of office of Under Sheriff in administrative county 
boroughs in Ireland. 

\\J HE11E AS it is expedient to extend the privileges now 
' » enjoyed by county boroughs in Ireland, and to make 
further and better provision for the appointment and tenure of 
office of the under sheriff's therein : 

5 Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows: — 

1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the Under 
10 Sheriffs in County Boroughs (Ireland) Act, 1909. 

2. This Act shall apply only to the county boroughs of the 
cities of Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Limerick, Londonderry, and 
Waterford. 

3. In tliis Act, unless the context otherwise requires, — 

15 The expression “ county borough ” shall mean and include 

the boroughs mentioned in the Second Schedule to the 
Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898 ; 

The expression “high sheriff” shall mean the high sheriff 
of a county borough to which this Act applies; 

20 The expression “under sheriff” shall mean the under 

sheriff to the high sheriff of a county borough ; 

The expression “ council ” shall mean the county borough 
council of a county borough; 

[Biff 128.] A 2 
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The expression “ county borough council 5 5 shall have the 
same meaning as the expression “council;” 

The expression “town clerk” shall mean the town clerk 
or secretary of a county borough council ; 

The expression “existing under sheriff” shall mean an 5 
under sheriff holding office at the passing of this Act. 

4. The under sheriff of a county borough to which this Act 
applies shall not be appointed as heretofore; the existing under 
sheriffs of the county boroughs to which this Act applies shall, 
from and after the passing of this Act, enter into and hold their 10 
office during good behaviour, and on a vacancy in the office of 
under sheriff of any county borough to which this Act applies the 
council of such county borough shall, within a period of four 
weeks after the vacancy elect or choose a fit and proper person 
duly qualified as in this Act herein-after defined, to execute the 15 
said office, and until the office be filled up as in this section 
provided, it shall be the duty of the high sheriff for the time 
being to appoint a fit and proper person as defined in this Act 

to execute the office of under sheriff, who shall discharge the 
duties until the person selected as provided in tiffs section enters 20 
into office. 

5. Eroin and after the passing of this Act no person shall be 
elected or chosen or appointed pursuant to the provisions contained 
in section four hereof, to execute the office of under sheriff of a 
county borough to which this Act applies, unless at the time of 25 
being so elected or chosen or appointed he is qualified as Follows 
(that is to say) : — 

(a) is a barrister-at-law ; or 

(h) is a solicitor of the Supreme Court of Judicature in 

Ireland; or 30 

(c) is a person who has actually managed the office of an 
under sheriff of a county borough to which this Act 
applies for a period of at least five years. 

6. Erom and after the passing of this Act a person who is 
an existing under sheriff of a county borough to which this Act 35 
applies, or a person who shall hereafter be elected or chosen to 

be the under sheriff of such county borough, shall not be qualified 
to )e elected or to be a county borough councillor in that county 
borough during the time he shah so act as under sheriff : 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




3 



[9 Edw. 7.] Under Sheriffs (Count i/ Boroughs) (Ireland). 

Provided that no person otherwise qualified to he elected or 
chosen as under sheriff of a county borough to which this Act 
applies shall be disqualified from being so elected or chosen by 
reason of the fact only that at the date of such election or choosing 
5 the said person was a member of the council of such county 
borough. 

7. The existing under sheriffs of the county boroughs to 
which this Act applies, and the person or persons who shall here- 
after be elected or chosen as under sheriff of any of such county 
10 boroughs under and by virtue of this Act, shall, upon the coming 
into operation of this Act or upon entering into the office of such 
under sheriff, enter into recognizances for the due and faithful 
discharge of the duties of such office, and shall make and subscribe 
the declaration of office of under sheriff now and heretofore 
15 required by law to be made and subscribed by the under sheriffs 
of the said county boroughs with such variations therein as are 
rendered necessary by the passing of this Act : 

Provided that — 

(a) the recognizances shall be — 

20 (1) A personal bond of the under sheriff for the 

sum of one thousand pounds, payable to the town 
clerk of such county borough and his successors, 
conditioned for the due and faithful discharge by the 
said under sheriff of the duties of his office ; and 

95 (2) A bond of a guarantee society or personal 

security duly approved of by the council of such 
county borough for the sum of one thousand pounds 
payable to the town clerk of such county borough 
and his successors conditioned as in ( 1 ) hereof : 

30 (h) Both of the foregoing bonds in (a) (1) and (2) hereof, 

as herein conditioned, shall be deposited with the 
town clerk of such county borough, and the said 
town clerk and his successors are hereby authorised 
and required to take the said bonds, and the same 
35 safely keep in his or their possession for the security 

of all and every person or persons who shall have 
lawful claims upon the same : 

(c) It shall not be necessary for such under sheriff to make 
and subscribe any annual renewal of the declaration 
40 of office provided to be taken under this Act. 
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8. Any existing under sheriff, or any person elected or chosen 
to fill the office of under sheriff under the provisions of this Act, 
may retire from such office or may decline to serve without 
incurring any penalty. 

9. Every under sheriff of a coimty borough to which this Act 5 
applies may be removed from his said office by the Crown for 
inability or misbehaviour in the discharge of his duty; and the 
omission to provide the bonds required in section seven of this 
Act shall be deemed inability within the meaning of this section. 

10. Nothing in this Act shall alter or amend the existing law 10 
as to the time and manner of the selection, appointment, and entry 
into office of high sheriffs in the several coimty boroughs to which 
this Act applies : 

Provided that from and after the coming into operation of 
this Act the high sheriff of any such county borough shall be 15 
relieved from all responsibility for the acts or omissions of the 
existing under sheriff done or omitted after the coming into 
operation of this Act, or for the acts or omissions of the person 
elected or chosen to be his under sheriff by the county borough 
council as herein-before provided and holding office under the 20 
provisions of this Act. 

11. This Act shall come into operation on the first day of 
January one thousand nine hundred and ten. 
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